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of a square foot of flat area, so you can reduce the 
square footage of flat stone required by % sq. ft. for 
each l i 门 ear foot of inside or outside corner . l1's best 
to increase your estimate by 5 to 10 percent to allow 
for trimming 

Find the square footage of veneer stone required 
for your project by multiplying the length by the 
height of the area. Subtract the square footage of 
window and door openings and corner pieces. One 
linear foot of cor门er pieces covers approximately % 

Finishing Walls with Veneer Stone 

fiberboard or any other type of sheathing , ask 
the veneer manufacturer for recommendations 

Note: Installing from the top down makes 
c leanup easier since it reduces the amount of 
splatter on preceding cou rses. However, manu­
facturers advise bottom-up installation for some 
veneers. Read the manufacturer's guidelines 
careful ly before you begin 

If you want the look of stone on your house with­
out the rigors of cutti ng and moving heavy ma-
terials , veneer stone is ideal. Two types of 
veneer are avai lable. One is natural stone that 
has been cut into thin pieces designed for fin-
ishing walls , hearths , and other surfaces . The 
other is made from concrete that 's molded and 
tinted to look like natural stone, but it 's even 
lighter and easier to apply to these surfaces. 

Everything You Need 
Too/s: hammer or staple gun , drill , wheelbarrow, 
hoe , square-e门d trowel , circular saw, wide-mouth 
nlppers or maso门 's hamm凹， dust mask, leve l, 
jo inting tool , mortar bag , spray bottle , whisk 
broom 

Whether you use natural or manufactured ve-
neer, wet each stone , then apply mortar to the 
back before pressing it onto the mortared wal l. 
Wett ing and morta门 ng a stone (called parging) 
results in maximum adhesion between the stone 
and the wal l. The challenge is to arrange the 
stones so that large and small stones a门d vari­
ous hues and shapes alternate across the span 
of the wal l. Materials: Type M mortar mix, mortar tint (optional ), 

15# building pap凹 ， expanded galvanized metal 
lath (diamo门d mesh, minimum 2 . 5的 ， 1 汤" (mi 门 i­
mum) galvanized roofing nails or heavy-duty sta-
ples , 2 x 4 lumber 

This project is designed fo r install ing veneer 
stone over plywood sheathing , which has the 
strength to support layers of building paper, 
lath , and veneer. If your walls are covered with 
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How to Finish Walls with Stone Veneer 

1 ~叫问W附川a刽Ilw川i川i川M川耐Id川川di仙ir川「门19 pa阻叫a叩柳p阳pl川n
seams by 4". Nail or staple lath every 6" into the 

wall studs and midway between studs. Nails or sta­
ples shou ld penetrate 1" into the studs. Paper and 
lath must extend at least 16" around corners where 
veneer is installed 

3 smd OLA thematerla |sm叫round 50 you 
ca门 select pieces of varying size , shape, and 

color , and create contrast i 门 the overall appearance . 
Alternate the use of large and small , heavily textured 
and smooth , and thick and thin pieces. 

2 sta叫evel 2 x 4 against the fo川atio门 as a 
temporary ledger to keep the bottom edge of the 

veneer 4" above grade. The gap between the bottom 
course and the ground wi 川 reduce staining of the ve­
neer by plants and soil 

4 Mi川atch of Type M mor川的 f irm ， but 
still moist. Mortar that's too dry or too wet is hard 

to work with a门d may fail to bond properly 

(continued on next page) 
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How to Finish Walls with Stone Veneer (continued) 

5 useam…门d trowel to press a ~" to '%" layer 
of mortar into the lath. To ensure that mortar 

doesn 't set up too quickly, start wi th a 5 sq. ft. area 
Once you determine your pace , you can mortar 
larger areas 

7 om the m1叫eces are In 仰阳优 Ins附唰叫叫S剖归州t旧ω时a刽刮|川|川fl
pl陪eces ， working from the corner toward the center 

of the wall 
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6 |nsta||come「 P1e叫rst ， altern叫|叫 and
short legs . Wet a门d parge each piece , the门 press

it firmly against the freshly mortared wall so some 
mortar squeezes out. Joints between stones should 
be 门o wider than W and should remain as consistent 
as possible across the wall 

8 |fmo阳 becomes smeared on a stone , remove it 
with a whisk broom or soft-bristle brush after the 

mortar has begun to dry. Never use a wire brush or a 
wet brush of any kind 



9 usew|d…u川ppers or a mas川 hammer to 
trim and shape pieces to fi t. 00 your best to limit 

trimming so each piece retains its natural look. 

11 Omt「川们 C川
j归oint怡s ， using a mortar bag and tuck-pointing 

mortar . Take extra care to avoid smeari 门9 the mortar 
You ca门 tint the tuck-pointing mortar to complement 
the veneer 

1 0 Y O U m hM1Uωdωecωωu川川t ω叫9伊仰e臼s tha叫
U b凶ωe创low eye 1怡ev叩e创Is创implνY by rot恒ati川门gas剖to门e.1时f an 

edge r陀em扪a创|川门 S VI巳sibl怡e ， use moαrt旧ar门to cover. Let the 
mortar cure for 24 hours , then remove the 2 x 4 and 
stakes , taking care 门ot to dislodge a门Y sto门es

12 smooMe川S WI叫ointing to们门叫e
mortar is firm. Once the mortar is dry to the 

touch , use a dry whisk broom to remove loose 
mortar-water or chemicals ca门 leave permanent 
stalns 
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